"Domani, domani;

this tour for ten s '
back from eastern Sicily thxough the country, made a'v";
of stops that weren't on the tour and kept calling.
Finally. he was on the phone towards the end of our stay

there. So he invited us over for dinner. He said, 'I'ﬁe

>

got a group of people coming over. Come on over and we can 8§
meet and talk, " which was really fantastic, because 1 was

really getting discouraged at that peint that I'd never

adlindhin St 1 LhBs

meet him, and this was the chance to do it.
ey q
Well, .aeme-to find out/ ha'd haan in California during

June and Jdly for a month meating at universities around
here talking about his new project, and that's training
teachers in more fundamental democratic education
techniques, which is now his main intersst. 8o that was

what the mesating was about in his house in Tropeto in

western Sicily.

So we drove out there to a hotel, and the manager of
the hotel knew Dolci and took us over t© the house, 80 we
spent the evening there and had a wonderful time and, in =&
way, participated in his mesting with tha-- He invited us
over early so we co:ﬁbftalk for an hour, B0 we soOrt of got
acqguainted that waY'Iwhere was I coming from, where he'

coming from kind of thing. And Monica was very helpful

4
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because =zha speaks Italian, and F—und=»#%Ahd he speaks more
English now than %did before, which very helpful to

me. So we then ié ‘with the group. It was about a seminer

I b b oAb qals ok ck kb ae

they were organizing about teaching teachers on fundamentalgf
democratic education which will be held in the fall. :
Then we met with him in the office the next day, and

he talked about coming to the United States next year and

g
working with R. Scott Kennedy up at Santa Cruz, who has an ;
institute on non-violence--I believe it's also at UC ?
[University of California] Santa Cruz, and he wants me to i
meat with him and begin working #p with , which is a Z

very interesting thing, because it's part of what we've
been trying to do for many years in the education

process. There's been a strong interest in the labor
movement in public education, anyway, and teachers
organjzing. So it got ma back into that. " His secretary
took us out to visit the dam and one of the schools he got
set up, which is based upon his ideas on education, but the
municipality of Partinico has taken it aovaer and they've
knocked out all that. They're going back to traditional
education. BEe's disappointed about that. So he thinks his
main contribution now, at sixty-five, can be to get into
basic teacher training and try to spread that word
internationally. So to be part of that is really a §ary

good thing.

HA L0V



Now, ona other connection, since I'm now involved in

5
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o
-

trying to get thdf ssador Hotel property to becose a
Robart F. Rennedy High School, besemwes Lhe L.A. Board of

Education ig trying to do that and is in the process of

nailing that down-- My own thi ie that it la "
Lot reA Ay Wia Koo Lled %

consecrate that ground/Ato have a public high school therae, 3

mainly of Third-world kids who live in thet community iue ey

QLRI é;me 5,000 of tham ﬁﬁLhigh echool age A being

bussed out ovf that area. So the kids who would be going to
high school-- 1 think a symbpl of Robert Kennedy ae a

NI BN T e

friend of kids and particularly people of the Third Warld
ig a really wonderful way to set up that high school. So
I'm algo trying to find out if the Dolci ideas on education
can be worked through the Board gf Educaticon and the

Lo d Tarchens Iof o Gutyedes (Lrrds
teacﬁfflfpyniOﬁﬁ;nto that high sthool, cause I think
thoge kids deserve better education than kids in Beverly
Hills who've got more money in their schoal system, because
they're starting from a lower point on the social scale,
and I think that would be helpful. It also ties in with
Dolel's and our ideas about community organization, that we
want to build the high school as a community center so the
parents and the students and teachers are working together
to change that community around the Ambassedor Hotel which
is becoming 2 real hell hole for those families, with heavy

crime, heavy drugs, and deterioration. So it's one other
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thing that we caould be doing.

CONNORS: We hav-géf really talked about that part of it,

:-:_“;,: —~ - .

the Robert Kennedy High School. Is that part of the Mefenl T
Vst '

Rennedy n activity that yocu'd bean--7?

SCHRADE: No.

o k)

CONNCRS: That'as different.

SCHRADE: I've talked to people in the Kennedy family about

-
this, and they say it would be a great idea to do. They're

fully in favor of what I'm doing but don't want to get into %
the strugglsikbeann-e Donald Trump is trying to build a E
125-story tower there, a new Trump Tower. $So it's not that i

thay don't want te take on Donald Trump, but they don’t
think it's their role to do the community organizing that
has to be done to get that to bedodd a Robert F. Kennedy
High School. It aught to be coming from the community
rather than from the Kennedy famiiy.

CONNORS: Well, what sre the origins, then, of the Robert
F. Kennedy High School activity that you were just
describing? Was that your idea, basically?

SCHRADE: Yeah, it is, I'm sure other people have had
it. But when it was first conceived in the board of
education that they wantad--

CONNORS: Wa'ra running out of tape here, s0 let me put on
8 new tape.

SCHRADE: Yeah, ckay.

2 6(0%
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CONNDRS: Yes, soms of the background on the Robert F.

Kennedy High Schaol.
SCHRADE: Well, it was either two or three years ago whnn{
it was mentioned that the [Los Angeles] Baard of Education
was interested in that property. I called Jackis Goldberg

i
who is on the board and has become president of tha board,

£
very effective leader of the board, and/j'got her on the £
f
-
phone and said, "Look, why not a Robert F. Kennedy High ;
=

School? It would consecrate that ground, the.horrcr af
that event would be in some way assuageg.“ And she paid,
"My god, that sends chille up my Epine:J She said, "That's
a great idea."™ BShe said, "1 was a Eugens McCarthy
supporter in the California primary, and I had a whole
bunch of McCarthy supporters in my living room watching the
results on TV that night. She said, "When I heard him.maka
that speech,” she said, "I just totally flipped.” 1 gaid,
"Here's a guy that should have my support, and I announced
to my friends that I'm going to shift over to Robert
Kennedy. And we lost him." Sh%ﬂitid' "It's a great

idea. There may be ocne problem:fthere is B Robert F.
Kennedy Elementary School in the system, and the

bureaucracy might give us a problam about that,” but she

said, "Let's proceed on the basis that we've got

R
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understanding on it. Let's work towards that."
So I recently went to a debate that she held with
-4

[Donald] Trump'e executive vice president at the

Prasbyterian church near the Ambassador Hotel. She's

« g
»

really got all the arguments in hand. The Trump people a:;L

trying to say it's ean improper location, financially
unfeasahle, and sa forth. Well, she comes back and says,
“"Look, there's hardly any relocaticon of people, it's unused
property at the present time, the hotel ie closed, and the
bilg expense, even though the properiy i{s more expensiva,
it's less expensive because relocating families from the
other sites that they suggest would make it much more
expensive to go their way, or they're located so far away
from that area where the people live that it would still
Tequire bussing. So the arguments, the economic arguments
and the location arguments fall right into Jackie's
position. She alse said --and the board has taken this
position working with the stata legislature on it, because
that's where the money is coming from, the board of
allocation up there--that the six-acre fronting on Wilshire
could be used for commercial development, the seventeen
acres in the back fronting on Eighth 8treet could be used
for the school, the area undar tha playing field could be
used for underground parking to service the school and the

comnmercial development.” So it comes up as a much more

19 Ihhl
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practical packagg_;hnn vhat Trump is

I B 'STEFRM

They 're talking ;
being community

Trump Towar, you know?

CONNORS: Well, would the high school make use of tha._z%
buildings as they exist?

SCHRADE: Oh, .

CONNORS: They would be torn down?
SCHRADE: Yeah, there ars earthquake problems with that old

building, and it should be-- Yeah, there's some movement on

d:
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this to save it as a historical site.

CONNORS: It's higtorical, yeah.

SCHRADE: But the lives of those kids in that area seem to
be much more important than the Cocoanut Grove and what
that stood for.

CONNORS: Yeah, sure. Sure. Well, we have covered many a
topic in these seselons, and I don't really have anything
that I can think of that I want to ask about. We might
mention that before you left for Sicily, we were at Stanley
[K.] Sheinbaum's house £0r in support of Ron Carey. We
might just want to mention something about that. Ron Carey
is8 running for the presidency of the International
Brotherhood of Teamatersgs, and there was a fund-raisa;,up
hera. I was just wondering, maybe, how did you getr

involved in that? You were one of the Friends of Raon

P
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Carey, I understand.

;
SCHRADE: One of %he wponsors, along with paocple from other i

unions, & few from @ther unions, but also from the
Hollywood TV, radio and television cgfnunity. I waa:asked
to join by the people organizing 1tff£§13 Daviz and Joyca
Figk and others, John Randolph, a movie guy, and Ed
Asner, We talked about getting involved in it. He had
someé reservations about it, as I did, about getting
involved in another union. But I believe it's justified on
the basis that the union leadership has bgen so corrupt for E
80 many years and so damaging to the rest of us in the | i
labor movement generally that you have to get involved in

something like this, first of all, to avoid more government
intervention. 1It's a trade union problem, it's a problem

of the progressive forces in the United States, because

they've always endorsed Republicans, even the most

reactionary ones like [Richard M.] Nixon and [Ronald W.]

Reagan and [George] Bush, sp it becomes a responsibility to

get involved. I don't think that we ought to be =D

involved that we're interfering in the internal process of

- 3
the union, but when,a candidate like Ron Carey, who's got a

good record as a Teamster president of his locel and is
abviously not part of the corrupt Mafia influsnce on the
Teamsters, then you've just gat to get involved. So were

doing that sffort right now.

« 5V
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CONNORS: I thought it was interesting thet the chairman of

P

i3
1 il'“ idaied € -1,

his effort is KadgPurke who headed up the Pittston strike

R . . .:':.‘
A oo
T

SCHRADE: For th?ﬁuine Workers union.

activity--

H | 2| g

""v—‘.
CONNORS: --for the Mine Workers in Wsst Virginia.
_2_,/
SCHRADE: Yeah. And @& also helped [Richard] Trumka get
elected--

CONNORS: That's right, yeah.

-

SCHRADE: ~-based upon a more democratic constitution.

It'e probably the best constitution of eny union in the

IR LR

country, put together by Clyde Summere of the law school at
the Univergity of Pennsylvaﬁigt-;ﬁamis an old ACLU
{American Civil Liberties Union] guy out of Buffalo, —a—tew
Yeyk=atdviBer, worked in the national ACLU, and was the guy
that advanced that idea of tha Public Review Board which
the UAW adopted as a way to deal with process questions
inside the unian. So it seemsa to me that this is part of
the process of more democracy in tha unions and getting rid
of corrupt leadarship like in the Mine Workers and the
Teamsters. So (t's good to see Eddy Burke involved in this
thing because he has all of that background as weall as the
practical techniques of winning an election. So it makes a
really good-- He's a reslly big help to Carey.

CONNORS: Yeah. So that election 1s in December of '91, 1

helieve.

» 5



SCHRADE: Yeah,

petitions to

‘..c'--b,;:‘. L

year, and going ' tho nomlnating aonvbnt;aa_.»f'

through the-~=-
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mambers can vote, too.
SCHRADE: Yeah, ordered by the court. Here again, mogt
unicn leaderships are opposed to that, including the UAW

A a2
[United Auto Warkers] over the years, who--8we baen opposad

“AHkt

to rank-and-£file electimﬁr It's one of the other queations

ey & -

we're taking on inside the UAW right now, to try to do
these democratic reforms within unions if possible, in the
Congress i1f necessary, and the courts, too. The courts do
have a role to play when things are sa bad that the trade
union movement won't deal with them. We dealt with the
Teamster problem in the late fifties and skpelled the
Teamsters as being a corrupt organization. That was part
of the deal between [Walter P.] Reuther and [George] Meeny
tc have an Ethiocal Practices Committee, and the Ethical
Practices Committee, under Al Hayes, set up the machinery
where several unions were expelled for corrupt

activities. But recently, one 0f the most corrupt, and

poesibly an FBI [{Federal Bureau of Invastigation] o

informent, Jackie Presser was invited back on the AFL-CID

[American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial

Z 5P
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The ACLU got invoived in this on a mational bast

going into court to trf to preveht the government .-
trusteeship by setting up a democratic process which | .
be hardled inside the union and monitored Ly the court.% So

£

the ACLU is playing another democretic reform rgle hare,
which may be misunderstood by unicns and go against what

we 're trying to do in bringing the ACLU and the labor

o e O

movement together. But I think, in the long run, the fact
that we were able to get a court-sponsored, democratic
procadure set up inside, zanther than setting up a
government trusteeship, which I think would have been
really scandalous, that herse's another rcle thet the ACLU
can play and is playing. ﬁﬂi*“fzafx{;g;éck”b°7_‘bjbd e Lt
CONNORS: 1've asked my queationsf Iz there anything we've
missed? Probably not. ;

SCHRADE: Probably not. Do we have a chance to do a--
CONNDRS: An addendum tape?

SCHRADE: Addendum tape?

CONNORS: I suppose ws could.

SCHRADE: After reading all thim stuff?

CONNORS: After reading all this? Yaesh. Well, you4il

certainly have a chance to participate in the editing and

~54
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the clarification

pointa and that kind of stuff.. I just

want to say thaA % been-- I neun. all the ornl

T I ™M e ITn

history 1ntervi; ' .dunn, I always learn something No.{
matter if I'm tnlkinq to labor or other people, there's _
something to be learnad and it's been very instructive.
This has been particularly instructive, because what an
opportunity to sit with somebody who hes been involved in
s0 much and so many ©f the things thntjzggeutad ma and my
own appreciation of things. My own politics I think have

changed significantly from this experience, and I just want

B TR |. © B (B

to thank you personally for allowing this tc go on. This
has been great.

SCHRADE: Well, thanks for getting all this out of me.
{laughter] -

CONNORS: Well, I have deal, though. I mean, today we
talked about some of the naw stuff, you know, the ACLU and
the [Danile] Dolci sducation movement activity. Why don't
we get together in twenty yeaars and assess what the results
of that hawve been, ockay?

SCHRADE: That's a possibility.

CONNDRS: I'll be around and you'll be around.
SCHRADE: That's a possibility.

CONNORS: Oka}f. .

SCHRADE: Well, the thing eabout my life in the labor

movement is that I moved ocut here o California after

clld



having a struggle with wmy
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should pursue a |

a wonderful thing. It helped

S
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involved in tha o

-

create a whole valueJ;fhtel for me and a way to live.uy :
life that has been productive and creative. Obviously,%
there have been some serioua dafaats and some problams,
I can lock back=-
CANNORS: Brushes with death, for instance. “ ;:
SCHRADE: Yeah. Aand losing a guy like Reuther and lasing a |
guy like Robert Kennedy, who were the most fmportant m;
mentors in my life, but also being asscciated with research ;
chemist like Dr. Oskar Baudisch and friends like Vera
Dunham and Liwverne Conway and Jack Conway and Cesar Chavez
and Ted Watkins and Esteban Torrea who I could work with
because 1 found a way to work in a more demacratic way
inside the trade union movemant.

I have gerious disappecintments about the direction of
the trade uniocn movement, but those things happen, and
times will change again, particularly if workers begin to
respond the way they are in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union and South Africa. I think workers in American can
rise up in different ways and ﬁﬂfEOme of the same kind of
refarms that are nacegsary. And, you know, I got to get

involved in the civil rights movement, the women's rights

movement, the peace movament. All this was possible

/"5"75
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because I decided to leave Saratoga [New York] and get the E
_-'v‘.({-.i :4 L . 5
hell cut of a bad. ly situation, an sducation thing that hi.*fi

I really wasn't P with, and finding an open door in

oA

the UAW.

"N PR

Another disappointment waas that, being dafeated td;:
office in '72, I saw the leadership of my own union turn
me to a point where my right to be creative was seriously
restricted. Hut going back in the factery, I was able to
work myself through that and find ways to work inside the
union as sort of an ombudsperscon in the factory and into

the ACLU and sc forth and was just a--

A wbh it &MLy ..IIHI. m

CONNORS: Sure, Well, you know, the defeats get turnad
into new opportunities.

SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: Any number of people who would have that
experience would be so bitter towards the labor movement,
trade unions, bureaucracieg, that they would just give up
and go start doing public work against the organizations.
This wasn't the case with you. You sort of saw the
limitations of that organization, and somehow it was, what
you just saild, ways of being creative and being able to get
back and work in a way that was principled and effective.
SCERADE: Yeah. And with a lot of help from Monica {Weil
Schrade], who I met in the peace movement in '71. &o our

1ife together has really been important in getting me to a

51



position where IC*-le understand what had happaaod to
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. bittarness thara for'. hh&le but
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cause then th.r-'t a lot of negative g
stuff flowing, and 1 dncid-d thut wan wrong. But I had a

me. There was aj

then I decided to

chance. The factory gava ss a chance to get back to basis
issues about what we a8 workers were all about and how we
had to deal with our own union in constructive wayse. It ”Eii

was helpful until I finally got tired of it and retired.

Ly

CONNORS: At which point, you took up cooking.

SCHRADE: Cooking and ACLU activitiez and--

HE Lol

CONNORS: Was Monica an activist in the paace movemant?
SCHBRADE: Peace movement, yeaah. That'as how we first met up
in San Francisco,.at a party afterwards with some friends
and union people and parsonal friends.

CONNORS: Well, she's a lawyer.

SCHRADE: She became a lawyer after we got‘married. She
alwaye wanted to be one, and I don't think her father

really. thought it was ood lﬂaa Her
i Wedl s T Rert, >

fat was a Ihwyer and her grandfatﬂéﬁﬁwas a lawyer, =o
sﬁ;\éhought it was important_;o’gngme a third-generation
California lawyer. ’Egg'é'had prablemsa with it, but
generally she's enjéyed it. She first worked with
handicapped children in tha court, sha's a court-appointed
lawyer dealing with abused children, and now has a2 job at

the Buhaili Center in South Central L.A. dealing with family

w5



law stuff. But I think she's about ready to change

oy
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again, She nevqi

Generally, she’siiorking on people's problams, some #ﬁry

'I“ "

difficult ones. Game of the child abuse things she used tog)
come home with out of the court were-- I finally said, 7§} |
don't want to hear this shit anymore.* It was damaging.;ﬂ;ﬁ
her, too.
CONNORS: You think you're having a bad day, and your wife
comes home and you say, "Now, that’Q having a bed day!"

SCHRADE: These poor kids.

HE ekl Ak lAwdd

CONNORS: Oh, boy. Well, that takes a kind of hercism, a
hercic appreoach to life, toco.

SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: Sa thanks.

SCHRADE: Thank you, Tom.



